2. The Patterne of Painefull Aduentttres.
MR COLLIERS INTRODUCTION.
IT is not our intention to enter at large into the antiquity of the story upon which " Pericles " is founded. Most of the learning on the subject may be seen in Douce's "Illustrations," vol. ii. 135. Our principal object is to speak of it as a narrative of which Shakespeare made use in the composition of the play which has been printed in most of the editions of his works, and in the composition of which few have entertained a doubt that he was importantly concerned.
We have not only internal, but external, evidence that there was an older play upon the same incidents. As to external evidence, the " Memoirs of Edward AUeyn," printed by the Shakespere Society, contain (p. 21) an inventory of apparel belonging to the actor-founder of Dulwich College, including " spangled hose in Pericles j" and though the document is without date, we can have no hesitation in deciding that it was anterior to the beginning of the year 1608, when, we apprehend, " Pericles/' as it has come down to us,